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is surprising, the demand for higher education has increased so
much since the Revolution, The country's resources, though so
large potentially, are still very small when compared with the
needs of the whole population. When financial allocations are
made, higher education cannot be given a disproportionate share.
That the aim is to give the best possible to higher education is
obvious from the yearly improvements. It is only a matter of
time for the raising of the standard of students' needs and
demands, and for the production of the necessary means for
the satisfaction of these demands, I noticed in 1934 many
serious attempts at beautifying rooms and common rooms.
In the Academy of Communist Education the hostel committee
of management offers prizes for the best-kept rooms. All the
rooms I visited were clean and neat. They all had some flowers,
although it was early spring and flowers were difficult to get.
Rooms are shared by two or three students. That again is a
temporary necessity. There are separate quarters for married
students. Russians marry young, as there are no economic
obstacles to this. Every student, man or woman, has a post
waiting, even before completion of the course. In fact, so great
is the demand for specialists that, in some art institutes, students
leave before they are qualified. Propinquity and community of
intellectual and social interests, plus sex attraction, result in
many student marriages. Many students enter the university
after marriage. About 80 per cent of the students receive a stipend
sufficient to enable them to live while studying. There is there*
fore no hindrance whatever to this natural desire for marriage.
Mar are married students expected to refrain from having
children if they desire them.
In the students' quarters are crfeches and nursery-inJEant
schools for their children and for those of the students who were
parents when they entered the university. It is very usual for
married young people to go to a university either together or
separately. As, contrary to the generally accepted belief, Soviel
are opposed to the breaking up of families,
will rarely leave their cfaHclreJi for any length